This is a process of synthesis, in which interpretation, analysis and commentary are important. As you get deeper into the scholarly sources, you see how much variation exists in these last areas, and how many areas presented as "fact" are murky or indeterminate, because of huge gaps in our evidence. Part of my strategy is to foreground the images, which express different cultural worlds, very often, than the written sources.

What i'm working on now, Walter Burkert's _Greek Religion_, really makes clear that the standardized version of Olympian religion does not correspond to the diverse, layered, and locally particular religious practice on the ground. To me discussion about these factors is part of the recovery and rediscovery necessary to reclaiming the older female-positive culture lying beneath the dominant stories and deities.

